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Brief to The American Public 

 by the C-123 Veterans Association 

Summary: 

C-123 medium assault transports used for spraying Agent Orange dur-
ing the Vietnam War remained contaminated with TCDD (dioxin) until 
their destruction as toxic waste in 2010. Veterans (aircrew, maintenance 
and aerial port) assigned to these aircraft need military herbicide expo-
sure medical care and disability benefits from the Veterans Administra-
tion.  
 

VA denies, erroneously claiming TCDD hasn’t actually been shown to 

cause harm to humans, TCDD on the aircraft could not have exposed 
crews via ingestion, inhalation or dermal routes to "enough to cause 
long-term harm" and TCDD on the warplanes was “dried dioxin.” Nu-
merous federal, state and independent medical and scientific agencies 
and societies, including NIH, CDC, US Public Health Service, EPA, 
challenge VA. Only the VA disputes C-123 veterans’ Agent Orange ex-

posure claims. Veterans need our fellow citizens' support! 

THE C-123 VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
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President’s Message 

Ned D. Foote 

 

Interchange January 2015 

 

Holidays are over and we begin 2015 with a bang.  Our first meeting of the year is done.  As usual it is when we 

have our biggest turnout.  Twenty-two (22) VVA Chapters were represented. 

 

We had a great Memorial Remembrance program as we held a service for 800 plus members who have passed over 

the years.  VVA Chapter #865 came up with this idea and we will do this special program every January.   

 

Ted Wilkinson was in charge of this along with Francisco. They put together a very nice directory of names that 

each delegate received.  Francisco developed a power point for us to scroll the names as Reverend Lewis (VVA 

Chapter #978) gave a solemn sermon. Many delegates wanted to be part of this and VVA Chapter #865 provided a 

number of M1’s and Ted had flags. They proceeded outside (cold) and presented colors and Taps played by Joe Ingi-

no.  Val Gatto from VVA Chapter #20 called commands.  Yes, a few glitches but program turned out great. So, my 

thanks to all who helped and participated. 

 

We also showed film clip of our very first convention and explained that John Giannini is producing this for a 60 

minute documentary for us but needs funds.  VVA National had turned this proposal down but some foundations 

such as our NY Vietnam Veterans Foundation will be donating funds to complete this historical film.  There was 

overwhelming support from our delegates and I will be working with the other partners to make this happen. 

 

On the National front this is the year we need to get Agent Orange bill passed.  It is called Toxic Exposure Research 

Act.  As soon as we get a new number for this bill we will be asking everyone’s help contacting Senators and Con-

gress members to support this.  I hope we will have sample letters for you. Remember now or never.  This has to do 

with your health and more importantly your children and grandkids. Please go to vva.org and under Agent Orange 

you can read more about this. 

 

Our next meeting is April 18th.  Also the National Convention is this year in Springfield, IL, on July 21st to July 25, 

2015.  We will be electing the National Officers, Regional Directors as well as 10 At-Large Delegates.  Your Chap-

ters should start plans for this and as always we need to continue to break our record for most delegates.  Last time 

around we had like 68.  So bug your chapter to send as many as allowed. 

 

Again as you read this you can also go and visit nyvietnamvets.org.  We love to have you.  Now in closing I have to 

get ready for our Presidents meeting.  Yes I have to go all the way to San Diego.  Damn warm weather but it is my 

duty. 

 

Ned 

 

Editor’s note:  He will be sorry! 
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Region II Director’s Report (Representing Delaware, New Jersey, New York State & Pennsylvania) 

Herb Worthington 

 

I want to speak to you all in the great state of New York which includes the city of Manhattan and the five bor-

oughs about the upcoming VVA Convention in Illinois.  Being from the most populated region in VVA, it gives 

you the chance to make a difference within the organization.  Your votes do make a difference.  

 

Although we are not having a Region 2 Conference before the convention because of the cost, I totally understand where your presi-

dent Ned Foot is coming from, when he says that, and he is not alone as the president of PA also stated the same. 

  

I just think it makes it that much harder on you as NY Delegates and understanding all of the issues.  That might also be determined by 

the fact that we are the only region not having a regional conference before the National Convention.  

  

I also wanted to tell you all that I will not be running for Region 2 Director this convention but rather for At Large Director.  This 

should allow me more time to do more with the other committees that I belong to such as Agent Orange, Government Affairs, Public 

Affairs, Veterans Against Drugs and Benefits. 

  

It is my understanding that Ted Wilkinson is going to run for Region 2 Director.  Ted is very capable and has stood in for me when I 

could not attend a meeting.  I hope that you all will vote for me as an At Large Director and realize that you are all still in my heart as 

brothers and sisters.   

  

We have grown some over my tenure which is good and needs to continue.  Not for the numbers but rather for the fact that not every 

Vietnam Veteran in  the state of NY is a member of VVA.   

  

We all know that there are many service organizations of which I am a member of most.  They keep me informed but no one goes to 

the extreme for the veteran as VVA does. A case in point is the C-123 Pilots Association.  They were mostly National Guard members 

who flew the C-123s after Vietnam and came down with the same conditions as us who served in Vietnam and were exposed to Agent 

Orange.  These men fought the VA and finally won their case this past January.   

  

VVA was the only VSO that went to bat for this organization.  The DOD tried to hide evidence so badly that they took the planes they 

flew and smelted them down to blocks of medal.  That is why I am with VVA.  We grew by twenty fie percent in the state of DE.  Small 

yes but they have a great reputation in their state. They went from three chapters to four.   

 

With this all being said, I am proud to have been and am your Region 2 Director for VVA National.  

 

President Ned Foote sent this news item for the membership: 

Make the Connection is a publicly available, free website (www.MakeTheConnection.net) that features 

more than 500 videos of Veterans and their loved ones speaking about their experiences with mental 

health and everyday life during and after service. Through candid, powerful first-person stories, those 

who are facing challenges — both Veterans and their families — can hear from their peers that treat-

ment works, that recovery is possible, and that they are not alone. All activities on the website are com-

pletely anonymous and never stored. Make the Connection is also on Facebook (www.facebook.com/

VeteransMTC) and YouTube (www.youtube.com/VeteransMTC).  

http://www.maketheconnection.net/
http://www.facebook.com/VeteransMTC
http://www.facebook.com/VeteransMTC
http://www.youtube.com/VeteransMTC
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Secretary’s Report 

Francisco Muñiz III 

 

This is our first edition for 2015.  Hope that everyone had a Safe, Happy, Healthy, & Prosperous New Year. 

 

Unfortunately, we keep having death among our membership and leadership of VVA.  Again, this edition re-

members two of our members, Luigi Masu (VVA #72-Brooklyn) and Terry Michael Bergeron (VVA #20-

Rochester) .  May they Rest In Peace. 

 

We had a great turn out for our first VVA-NYSC meeting this past January 2015.  Hope that all the VVA 

Chapters continue to send in their respective delegates to their State Council meeting and especially to the Na-

tional Convention in Springfield, Il, during July 21 to July 25, 2015.  President Ned Foote would like to break 

our attendance record from the previous convention.  Let’s make the Marine happy. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who helped in getting the Memorial Remembrance an unforgettable event.  In-

dividuals went out of their way to help with the ceremony as well as those that updated our Deceased Member 

listing from all the VVA Chapter from New York.  Included in the list were those members from VVA Chap-

ters that no longer are in existence.   

 

We had an Honor Guard from VVA Chapter #865 who was able to do a Rifle Salute as well playing TAPS. 

 

Thanks to Western District Director Ted Wilkinson and VVA Chaplain Rev. Bob Lewis for putting this service 

together for our deceased members. 

 

We were fortunate to receive good printed press coverage from 

 

You can view our VVA-NYSC Memorial Book on our VVA-NYSC web site at:  www.nyvietnamvets.org and 

link on NYSC Newsletter to view the names. 

 

We will be performing this Memorial Remembrance on an annual basis at our first VVA-NYSC meeting in 

January of every year.   

 

Hope that all VVA-NYSC Chapters will cooperate in sending the names of their deceased members to Presi-

dent Ned Foote as well to the National Office to be listed in our  annual program. 

 

Thank You Very Much! 

 

VVA Chapter members as well as AVVA members could see the listing by going to our VVA-NYSC web site 

at: www.nyvietnamvets.org and link to NYSC Newsletter to view the Memorial Remembrance Book.  Unfortu-

nately, the PowerPoint program cannot be placed on our web site.  You can receive a copy via E-mail if you 

contact me at: secretary@nyvietnamvets.org and I will gladly send you a copy.   FREE of Charge!  You can 

download and make a copy for your VVA Chapter’s legacy. 

http://www.nyvietnamvets.org
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New York Vietnam Veterans Foundation 

Francisco Muñiz III 

President 

 

I have been informed that many Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter members and many donors, within New 

York State,  have been receiving continuous phone calls from the following phone number: 607-821-4927. 

 

Our fundraiser has implemented a local phone number to reach out to our prospected donors within New York 

State.  They felt that having a local number would help to increase our ability to increase our funding. 

 

They are representing NY Vietnam Veterans Foundation, the funding arm of Vietnam Veterans of America-

New York State Council. 

 

If you answer a call, you could request the name of the caller and either listen to the scripted message, or just 

say thanks and say not at this time, just hang up, or do not answer a call from an unknown caller. 

 

If the caller is rude, just request their name and record time of call and send me an E-mail message to 

NYVVFPRES@NYVIETNAMVETS.ORG and I will address the issue with the administrator of the program. 

 

Upon stating that you will donate you can have them send you some information on the Foundation and your 

agreed amount to donate.  Or if you want you can make a donation by using a credit card.  You will be transfer 

to a verification phone line to accept your credit card number and security number. 

 

If a donation is made, it takes about a week-an-half for them to receive your donation.  The donation goes to a 

New York Mail box number which then is mailed to Michigan where it is process.  Sometimes, their computer 

sends another “Friendly Reminder.”  If you have made a donation, just disregard the notice and discard.  They 

are working on this issue on their end. 

 

Once you make a donation they will call you again the following year. 

Donations sent directly to the Foundation’s address will be credited completely to the Foundation. 

Thanks for your Donation – It really helps with our programs. 
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Join us for 

7th Annual 

 Vietnam Veterans Memorial Highway of Valor* 

“Tribute Ride” 

Saturday, July 11, 2015 

The 98 mile ride is free and open to the public - motorcycles, cars, trucks,  

planes and helicopters welcome 
 

 Ride will Begin:  10:00 am … 

@ Owego Free Academy, Sheldon Guile Blvd. Owego, NY 
(Register to ride between 8:00 & 9:45 AM on day of ride) (Police Escorted Ride) 

Ride Ends: @ American Legion       Village of Hannibal                  

  Itinerary: 

●  Route 38 to the American Legion Post 800, Groton, NY   

         (stop for gas and food) 

 

Groton, Home of Medal of Honor Recipient: 

2LT TERRENCE GRAVES, USMC 

 

Throop, Home of Medal of Honor Recipient:  

SP4 ROBERT F. STRYKER, US ARMY 

Route 38 to the American Legion Post 1552, in the Village 

of Hannibal, N.Y.…  (ride ends...food and entertainment) 
SPONSORED BY:                    

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapters 377, 480 & 704, Chapter 17 - The Blue Knights Motorcycle Club  

For more information contact:    

Harvey Baker, Chapter #377 Vietnam Veterans of America (607)898-3507 

Bill Chandler, Chapter #480 Vietnam Veterans of America (607) 222-6357      

Dan Baker – Chapter #17, the Blue Knights (607) 229-8153 

And see us on (www.Cyberspokes.com) as well.                                                                   

  



 

 

Central District Report 

Nick Valenti 

VVA Chapters #85, #103, #205, #296, #377, #480, #704, #708, #803, #827, #896, #944 

Chapter Activities since September 2014  

Chapter 085 No Report 

Chapter 103     Report given at the State Council (see VVA-NYSC web site) 

Chapter 205 Annual Giveaway held on 12/5 at Auburn Correctional Facility-Inmates knit scarves, hats, and 

  gloves then donate them to schools and needy veterans 

Chapter 377 Participated in Marine Corps Birthday Cake cutting 11/10; Participated in Veterans Day 

  Parade in Ithaca 11/11; Future projects include donating a Granite Bench to Sampson Veterans 

  Cemetery-Goal is to install before Memorial Day 2015 

Chapter 480 Gave Report At State Council 01/24/2015 

Chapter 704 Color Guard for USO Show at historical Willard Chapel 11/9; Color Guard for Veterans Day 

  Ceremony 11/11; Wreaths Across America Ceremony 12/13; Poppy Assembly on numerous 

  days in December – Each Poppy bears the name of a Cayuga County Vietnam Service Death. 

  In all 27 different poppies are constructed. 

Chapter 803 Participated in the following community and veteran events: 143 Honor Services; Suicide 

  Prevention Watch; Memorial Service for Elmira Correctional Services fallen; Memorial Day 

  Services from 0700-1600 Hours; Present color at Juneteenth celebration (African/American 

  Emancipation Day; Re-dedication of Vietnam Memorial in Eldridge Park; Present Colors at 

  2014 Tribute Ride; Conducted opening service for Chemung County Fair; Present Colors at 

  annual Notre Dame High School Veterans Appreciation Concert; Helped local American Le

  ion with their annual Stand Down; Presented Colors for N.Y. VFW Commander (1st VFW  

  Cmdr., ever from Southern Tier; Made financial donations to the community kitchen at Easter, 

  Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons; Did Wreaths Across America Ceremony and laid  

  wreaths; Worked with the Children's Miracle Network, Rochester Hospital, Senior Citizens 

  Golf Tournament; Supports Honor Flight Bus; Museum Director gives lectures in the  

  Commu nity; Financially aided a veteran whose freezer broke down and a lady who had her 

  Christmas Presents stolen as well as the Chris Noel Foundation out of Florida; and the Chapter 

  works with other society's the Dar and other education organizations in order have a 3 to 6 

  hour class on the Vietnam War for Elmira College Credit. 

Chapter 827 POW/MIA Remembrance Night at Meyes Park with VFW Color Guard from Herkimer 9/19 

  Poppy Sale Fundraising at local K Mart in Herkimer, New York Occasion was used to  

  distribute literature concerning Agent Orange, PTSD, etc.; also used the Poppy Drive as an 

  opportunity to recruit new members for the Chapter.  10/11 

Chapter 896 Participated in Binghamton Memorial Day Parade 5/26; Fundraiser Sam's Club 5/31. Assisted 

  Johnson City Elks with Flag Day Ceremony 6/14; Fundraiser at Sam's Club 7/19; Fundraiser at 

  Sam's Club 9/6. 

Chapter 944 Gold Star Mother’s Day celebrated 9/28; Stand Down, Utica, New York - October 8th 

  Burrstone Road Bridge over North South Arterial was rededicated as the Veterans Memorial 

  Bridge 11/1Oneida Indian Nation Veterans Recognition Day 11/1/14; Chapter Attended the
           (Cont. on pg. 10) 
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(Cont. from pg. 9)  

in Scottish Rites Veterans Recognition Ceremony & Luncheon on 11/9; Color Guard Participated  Wreath Lay-

ing Ceremony at 6 Veteran Monuments on 11/11 as well as a Ceremony at the Masonic Care Community.  Vis-

ited Oxford Veterans Home, brought gifts and made a monetary donation on 11/12; Color Guard and members 

visited Edmeston High School and talked with students and staff on 11/13; Donation made for U.S. Flag at Pur-

ple Heart Park 11/13 & Donation made to bring Vietnam Wall to Boonville, NY; Adopted two needy Veteran 

Families For a shopping day at local Walmart on 12/18; Vietnam Moving Wall June 17-21, 2015, Boonville, 

NY 

Eastern District Report 

Sam Hall 

VVA Chapters #8, #49, #60, #79, #140, #333, #537, #541, #869 

My report begins with my attendance at the funeral service for a board colleague, friend, and veterans 

advocate, Pat Toro.  Our organization at both the National and State level was well represented.  He 

will be missed. 
 

On July 29, 2014, I represented President Ned at the VHA Region Two Management Administrative 

Council Meeting (MAC) conducted in Albany, NY.  The meeting was mandated by VA Central Of-

fice in the wake of the negative press and issues that the VA had encountered.  They were looking for 

issues that the various Veteran Service Organizations (VSO’S) had identified as needing to be ad-

dressed within the respective VAMC’S and CBOC’s across Region Two.   
 

On August 5th – August 10th, 2014 I attended the VVA National Leadership Conference in Wichita, 

KS.  I attended the following training sessions:  Opening Ceremony with Key Note Speaker Pat Wil-

liams, General Manager of the NBA Orlando Magic. His talk on leadership was inspiring and well 

received., The Power of MyHealtheVet & EBenefits, Flag Protocol and Misconceptions, Agent Or-

ange Town Hall Meeting – How To, Beating Stress, Ask A “Top Gun” Service Officer, (they obvi-

ously didn’t want the real top guns because they didn’t request either Ben Weisbroth or Dee Garcia), 

the VVA Advanced Service Officer Training, Health and Wellness and Alternatives for Pain Manage-

ment, VVA Awards Banquet, and the closing ceremonies.   
 

All of the sessions that I attended were conducted in a very professional manner and provided a lot of 

different perspectives on the subject matter.  The most difficult part of the training is deciding on 

which of the training sessions to attend because there are at least three (3) sessions running concur-

rently.  The real education however, comes from listening to the side meetings and conversations tak-

ing place in the hallways.   
 

It’s amazing how much misinformation and confusion exists among our VVA membership on a na-

tional level.  After spending time at the Leadership Conference it makes one appreciate the proactive 

and professionalism of our State Council inclusive of our delegates and officers. Our chapters can be 

proud of the contributions that they make for both their membership and nonmember VVA Era veter-

ans. 
 
           

           (Cont. pg. 11) 
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(Cont. from pg. 10) 

Southern District Report 

Joe Ingino 

VVA Chapters #11, #32, #72, #82, #118, #126, #421, #807 

This was my first meeting as the Southern District Director, at the State Council.   

 

Many issues were discussed.  Whenever I receive any information I will send it out to all the Chap-

ters.  We had a memorial service for all Viet Nam Veterans as well as our Associate Members .  We had 

an Honor Guard, and a Rifle Salute, as well as playing of Taps.  I had the honor to be asked to play Taps.  

 

A special thank you to Conrad  and Francisco for keeping out deceased member list updated.  Also, I 

would like to thank Western District Director Ted Wilkinson and Rev. Lewis did a beautiful ceremo-

ny.  Francisco, did a fantastic Power Point presentation on all the deceased Chapters members as well as 

the Associates.  The program will be an annual project each year, hope more Chapter delegates attend 

next year. 

 

I had the honor of receiving the Legion of Honor Award on February 1,2015, at the Northport VA.  It 

was an Honor to receive this award. 

 

Western District Report 

Ted Wilkinson 

VVA Chapters #20,  #77, #193, #268, #459, #603, #681, #865, #978 

You won’t find a better group of veterans anywhere that is more dedicated and caring than the VVA members of 

Western New York.  This is the fourth consecutive year that Western New York District chapters have donated at 

least 7,000 DOLLARS to our New York State Council service officer program!!   

 

NYSC has a top rated service officer program and for the first quarter of FY2015 (Oct14-Dec14) veterans and de-

pendent with a VVA POA received a total of $10,084,494 in compensation, pension, and DIC benefits. 

 

     With the November snowstorm that brought over 7 FEET of snow into Western New York areas; our Chapters 

reached and offered their assistance to the communities that were devastated and crippled. 

 

     Six of the eight Western District Chapters attended State Council meetings during 2014. Rochester Chapter 20, 

Buffalo Chapter 77, and Jamestown Chapter 865 attended all 4 New York State Council meetings again this past 

year. 

 

     We must congratulate VVA Chapter #77  Buffalo for finally reaching the elusive 600 membership mark: with 

the passing of an average of almost 15 members a year for the past few years this was quite the accomplishment. 

The western district increased membership by 50 members in 2014.  
  



 

 Page 12 

                                         January 2015             Vol. 25 Issue  01        ON-LINE INTERCHANGE 

  

VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sam J. Hall, Chair 
 

All Benefit applications forwarded to a regional office are being date stamped and forwarded to a 

contractor for scanning.  The packets are then returned to the respective Regional Office for pro-

cessing.   
 

DIC Claims are being automatically processed upon receipt by the VA Pension Center if the death 

certificate clearly indicates that the veteran died of a service connected disability or if the veteran has 

been rated 100%, permanent and total for ten (10) years.  The same action is taking regarding the 

death / burial benefit. 
 

As the Vietnam Era Veterans are starting to become retirement age the VA has seen a significant in-

crease in requests for service-connected disabilities and Medical Health Services.   
 

If you have submitted a claim don’t hit the panic button or get all stressed out if the ebenefits pro-

gram does not reflect what you think it should.  Your best bet is to continue to work thru your ac-

credited Veterans Service Officer. 
 

Remember to take any percentage increase for a service-connected disability that you may have re-

ceived to your local tax assessor for an increase in the veteran exemption on real property that you 

may be entitled to.  
 

At our age we should all be completing a Paper Safe!!!!! 

 

 

Seeking Vietnam Veteran 

  

NYSC Contact Us Form: Find member 

From:   Roddy.h@hotmail.co.uk 

Date:  Wed, February 11, 2015 1:58 pm 

To:  secretary@nyvietnamvets.org 

 
Any info on Patrick Hassan, served Vietnam . Last known address New York, or Newark. Family 

originated Ireland, 

 

 

 
"The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word "crisis." One 

brush stroke stands for danger, the other for opportunity. In a crisis, 

be aware of danger--but recognize the opportunity." 

 

-- John Kennedy, 35th President of the United States 
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 VVA-NYSC has endorsed the following Resolution to be presented at the National Convention.  We would like for 

Chapter delegates to present this Resolution to your Chapters for approval. 

 

PFC. DWYER – VET2VET Peer Mentoring Support Program 

 

ISSUE:   

A VA study has shown that veterans who have reached retirement age have an increase of flashbacks from a trau-

matic experience.  It has been studied that returning veterans from current wars are in need of support in areas of 

mental health, financial, life experience, adjusting to their family life, etc. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The PFC Joseph Dwyer Peer Support Program for Veterans is named for an Army soldier from New York who 

enlisted following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and who took his own life after returning home from 

Iraq. 

 

Dwyer, an Army medic with the 3rd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, was famously shown in an iconic Military 

Times photo carrying a 4-year-old Iraqi boy to safety during a raging battle in the early months of the war. While in 

Iraq, his unit was engaged in nearly daily gun battles over three weeks. 

 

His family sought support from former Sen. Lee M. Zeldin, Suffolk County, (now Congressman) to fund a program 

to help other returning veterans with the support that their son did not have. The program is in eleven counties, Suf-

folk, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Jefferson, Nassau, Erie, Onondaga, Orange, Putnam, Rockland and Westchester, in New 

York State.  By providing counseling services from a brother or sister in arms, the Dwyer program breaks down 

barriers between counselor and patient and provides the type of care that many veterans truly need. 

 

Peer mentoring is a form of mentorship that usually takes place between a person who has lived through a specific 

experience and a person who is new to that experience.  

 

This is why many Peer Mentoring Programs have been established throughout our nation.  The Pfc. Dwyer 

VET2VET Peer mentoring program has been established in New York State to assist veterans with PTSD, TBI, and 

support within the Veteran Court program, financial and with family issues. 

 

Local Veterans are paired with Veterans who are experiencing PTSD or other re-acclimation challenges. The rela-

tionship is personalized for each pairing and will provide mentors with the opportunity to access multiple resources 

as well as mentor, motivate, support, encourage, and enjoy time with another Veteran. 

 

Benefits from participating in this program come from helping a fellow Veteran develop a support network, en-

counter available resources and encourage each other to set goals and move forward. 

 

The peer mentor may challenge the mentee with new ideas, and encourage the mentee to move beyond the things 

that are most comfortable. 

 

Our peer to peer program provides an opportunity for our local Veterans, who have readjusted to civilian life, to 

form relationships with those Veterans in need. These relationships will build  

           (Cont. on pg. 14) 
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resiliency through encouragement, personal connections, and access to support and crisis intervention measures. 

 

Peer Programs have a number of different purposes in different combinations: Information: helping other consum-

ers find resources they need, become familiar with a new program, gather information to solve problems and reach 

their goals. Support: structured or informal sharing of encouragement among others who “get it” Skill building: 

daily life-task skills, self-advocacy, illness management, communication, etc. Social Network: to lessen isolation, 

provide welcoming enjoyable interactions with others Advocacy: formally or informally working to dismantle stig-

ma, foster respect, protect rights Inspiration: providing success experiences, role models, articulation of goals and 

means to reach them, instilling hope. Empowerment: a combination of believing in one’s self, holding on to hope, 

and reaching for the means to reach one’s goals. 

 

Mentor assesses the Veteran’s situation and responds to potential problems by urging contact with appropriate of-

fices or discussion with the program coordinator, mentor is attentive to the Veterans life choices and makes sug-

gestions to aid the Veteran’s transition to the community. 

 

Team Player: The Peer Mentor acts in a way that reflects positively on the peer mentors as a group. The mentor 

serves as a resource in helping other mentors with their mentees and issues.  

 

All Veterans, from all military conflicts or peacetime, are welcome regardless of military discharge. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION:  

Resolved, That: Vietnam Veterans of America, lives to its motto: “Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans 

Abandon Another,” and urge Congress to pass appropriate legislation for the implementation of the PFC. Dwyer 

VET2VET Peer Mentoring Support program.   

 

Vietnam Veterans of America takes the following position: 

 

Encourage Chapters and State Councils to promote the Pfc. Dwyer, VET2VET Peer Mentoring program within 

their states; 

Encourage chapters and State Councils to participate in addressing the needs of our past, current and future 

military veterans.  

Seek the support of congressional leaders that on a federal level that the VET2VET/ PFC. Dwyer Project be 

made a “national program” where funding is provided to contract with community organizations (Not 

Through the Veterans Administration) for Peer Support. 

 

 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, even though I may not know the spiritual gifts I have available to me, I want to seek out these bless-

ings in my life. Please show me the way. Amen. 
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To: Our Fellow Citizens 

Subject: C-123 Aircrew Agent Orange Exposure & VA Claims 

Requested Assistance: Challenge Department of Veterans Affairs to obey law! 

Summary: USAF C-123 veterans flew the C-123 transport aircraft following use in Vietnam spraying Agent 

Orange. The contamination became identified in 1994 but was not shared with veterans for decades. Veterans 

became aware of the tests confirming C-123 contamination in May 2011 and sought VA service connection. VA 
opposes on the basis of “secondary exposure” and creating concept of “dry dioxin” to suggest not “enough” 

exposure to warrant benefits. Veterans oppose with a large amount of evidence from other federal agencies, 

universities, physicians and scientists.  

Senator Burr and his staff, particularly Mr. Brooks Tucker, are very familiar with our two-year struggle with this 
issue. Senator Merkley (Mr. Adrian Snead,) Senator Bennet (Ms. Margot Beausey) and Congresswoman Bonami-

ci (Ms. Carlie Katz) are also firmly involved in our support. 

1.Number of personnel: estimate 1500-2500 aircrew, aerial port and maintenance from Westover AFB MA, 

Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station PA and Rickenbacker Air Reserve Station OH. Precise numbers unavailable, 
mostly traditional Reservists.  

2. Background: After Vietnam C-123s returned to US. Spray apparatus was removed and airplanes then flew 

traditional cargo and aeromedical missions until 1982 retirement. 42% of fleet sprayed AO. 

3. USAF records released in 2011 proved the C-123s had remained contaminated by military herbicides after 
Vietnam. AF toxicologists first officially confirmed contamination by military herbicide residue in 1979 following 

complaints from our maintenance personnel. The problem was better revealed with far more extensive official 

testing in 1994 in which toxicologists confirmed our airplanes were “heavily contaminated” and “a danger to 

public health.” The contamination was not theoretical, but confirmed many times by Air Force military and civil-
ian toxicologists, and by contract laboratories, and also described in sworn testimony by the 1994 testing ex-

perts in federal court. In 2010, the C-123s, still judged too contaminated for landfill, were all destroyed as toxic 

waste, other than a few scattered in aviation museums. 

4. Agencies providing findings confirming C-123 veterans’ exposure include Columbia University, University of 
Texas Medical School, many others. Contamination was NOT hypothetical, secondary, nor scientifically ques-

tioned by any expert, agency, or university…only VA VHA. 

 

Yale Law School conducted an extensive research project and concluded the C-123 veterans are fully entitled 

to presumptive service connection for Agent Orange exposure. The Journal of Environmental Research pub-
lished "Post-Vietnam Military Herbicide Exposures by UC-123 Agent Orange Spray Aircraft" establishing the significant 

exposure to TCDD experienced by C-123 crews and maintenance personnel. 

5. In 1996, the USAF Office of Environmental Law directed all contamination information “be kept in official 
channels only.” Contaminated aircraft had accidentally been sold to Walt Disney Films and to foreign govern-

ments and AO toxicity became potentially embarrassing. USAF directed HAZMAT quarantine of remaining C-

123s in a special fenced, restricted area of Davis-Monthan AFB until 2010 destruction of all airplanes as toxic 

waste. This secrecy decision cost veterans decades of lost time addressing their exposures. 

6. Affected veterans eventually began to approach the Department of Veterans Affairs claiming exposure to 

military herbicides and were immediately advised that no exposure was possible. We have been assured by the 

VA that no exposure occurred during the full decade we flew the C-123, with hundreds of hours aloft, hun-

dreds of hours on the ground, hours spent cleaning, scraping, grinding, repairing, sleeping aboard during tactical 

deployments, trying to tolerate stench inside the airplanes and also to fly our assigned missions throughout the 
Western Hemisphere and Europe. On 1 June 2011 Headquarters, Air Force Reserve Command confirmed 

“The C-123 aircraft in the 731st TAS fleet had been used to disperse chemical defoliants over 

Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War.”      (Cont. on pg. 16) 
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(Cont. from pg. 15) 

7. VA advanced an illogical position labeled “unscientific” by Dr. Jeanne Stellman and others. VA says that the 

dermal barrier is a near-perfect barrier preventing “dry dioxin transfer.” We learned Veterans News 

7. VA advanced an illogical position labeled “unscientific” by Dr. Jeanne Stellman and others. VA says that the 

dermal barrier is a near-perfect barrier preventing “dry dioxin transfer.” We learned from IOM and other reports 

that much occupational exposure to dioxin is via the dermal route. The VA’s slant has been described as 

“unscientific” by other toxicologists, ten of whom joined with five physicians in forwarding their challenge to the 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs on 29 November 2012. Expert scientists and physicians who concluded our C-123 

crews were exposed and need dioxin exposure care.  

8. Dr. Tom Sinks, Deputy Director of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, evaluated our situ-

ation and stated,  “I believe aircrews operating in this, and similar, environments were exposed to TCDD.” Drs. 

Schecter and Stellman differ only in the degree of exposure our crews experienced, with Stellman saying it was 

more than Vietnam ground soldiers and Schecter saying exposure was about the same as the troops. Subsequent-

ly, Dr. Sinks' finding was affirmed by Dr. Christopher Portier, Director ATSDR and then by Rear Admiral R. 

Ikeda, Acting Director. 

9. Dr. Linda Birnbaum, Director of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and also Director of 

the NIH National Toxicology Program, determined “exposure is assumed based on wipe-tests demonstrating 

high dioxin concentrations in the C-123K’s.” VA ignores other agencies resulting in the juxtaposition with one 

agency (VA) making a ruling that veterans’ exposure was “unlikely” and others agencies (CDC, NIH, EPA) with 

specific authority for determining that C-123 veterans were exposed. 

10. Legal basis: VA promulgated its herbicide presumption in 2001 and the issue of herbicide exposure outside 

Vietnam was addressed. 66 Fed. Reg. 23166 (May 8, 2001). VA explained for non-Vietnam veterans exposed to 

an herbicide agent defined in 38 C.F.R. 3.307(a)(6) during active military service and with diseases on the list of 

presumptive service connection (which includes diabetes mellitus type II and ischemic heart disease), VA will 

presume that the diseases are due to the exposure. 66 Fed. Reg. 23166; 38 C.F.R.  3.309(e).“ While required to 

adhere to the 1991 law as well  as C.F.R.s, the VA doesn’t and disregards numerous disinterested proofs of C-

123 veterans’ herbicide exposure. Rivera v. Shinseki requires VA to “sympathetically” weigh veterans’ evidence, 

but in LtCol Bailey’s case, every effort was made to prevent any merit being granted his large body of compel-

ling and supporting evidence. 

 

Unable to dispute the contamination, VA has oped to "explain" how the contamination could not have exposed 

the veterans. Parsing the word "exposure" has included the VA even redefining it but adding the requirement of 

bioavailability for exposure to have occurred. Scientists explain to the C-123 veterans that is simply wrong - 

"putting the cart before the horse" is a perfect analogy. VA's Office of General Counsel has announced VA's abil-

ity to redefine "exposure" for VA's own purposes: In this case, that means redefining exposure to prevent expo-

sure claims. 

Thus far, all C-123 veterans’ claims are denied in regional offices but have eventually been reversed and granted 

upon appeal to Board of Veterans Appeals, but such decisions carry no precedent and can take five years to be 

heard. Most C-123 veterans are too old, too ill to waste five more years on top of the two years or more needed 

for the basic claim to be heard and denied for submission to the BVA for correction. 

 

Decisiveness is a characteristic of high-performing men and women. 

Almost any decision is better than no decision at all." 

 

-- Brian Tracy, Author       (Cont. on pg. 17) 
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(Cont. from pg.17)  

Congressional Legislation 

Original Sponsor:  Dan Benishek (R-MI 1st) 

Bill # H.R.5484       

To establish in the Department of Veterans Affairs a national center for research on the diagnosis and 

treatment of health conditions of the descendants of veterans exposed to toxic substances during service 

in the Armed Forces, to establish an advisory board on exposure to toxic substances, and for other pur-

poses. 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2014'. 

SEC. 4. ADVISORY BOARD. 

(a) Establishment- Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veter-

ans Affairs shall establish an advisory board (in this section referred to as the `Advisory Board')-- 

(1) to advise the National Center established under section 3; 

(2) to determine which health conditions result from exposure to toxic substances; and 

(3) to study and evaluate cases of exposure of current and former members of the Armed Forces to toxic sub-

stances if such exposure is related the service of the member in the Armed Forces. 

(b) Membership- 

(1) COMPOSITION- Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall, in consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Director of the Na-

tional Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, and other heads of Federal agencies as the Secretary of Veter-

ans Affairs determines appropriate, select not less than 13 members of the Advisory Board, of whom-- 

(A) not less than three shall be members of organizations exempt from taxation under section 501(c)(19) of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

(B) not less than one shall be-- 

  (i) a descendant of an individual who was exposed to toxic substances while serving as a member of the 
Armed Forces and the descendant has manifested a birth defect or functional disability as a result of the expo-

sure of that individual; or 

  (ii) a parent, child, or grandchild of that descendant; and 

(C) additional members may be selected from among-- 

  (i) health professionals, scientists, and academics with expertise in-- 

(I) birth defects; (II) developmental disabilities; (III) epigenetics; (IV) public health; 

(V) the science of environmental exposure or environmental exposure assessment; (VI) the science of toxic 

substances; or (VII) medical and research ethics; 

  (ii) social workers; and  (iii) advocates for veterans or members of the Armed Forces. 

(2) CHAIRPERSON- The Secretary shall select a Chairperson from among the members of the Advisory Board. 

(3) TERMS- Each member of the Advisory Board shall serve a term of two or three years as determined by the 

Secretary. 
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TAPS 
 

Luigi Masu passed away on Friday morning, January 23, 2015, in the Hospice Care Unit of the St. Albans cam-

pus of the VA Medical Center. Luigi was a past President of the Thomas P. Coughlin Memorial Chapter 72, Vi-

etnam Veterans of America, Brooklyn, New York.  

 

Luigi served as President for ten years during which time our Chapter flourished as a major contributor towards 

the betterment of our fellow Vietnam Veterans and our wounded warriors from more recent conflicts. 

  

Luigi was a proud Veteran of the United States Marine Corps and a much loved and well respected member of 

our community. 

  

His wake on Sunday, January 25th was attended by his loving sister, Millie and his nieces and nephews, many 

life-long friends, several of our elected representatives, and many Veterans. Chapter 72 was well represented as 

well as the Marine Corps League. Both our organizations provided appropriate honors at the wake, and there was 

a Marine Corps Honor Guard at his funeral mass.  

 

We will all miss Luigi and we will honor him by continuing the work he loved so much, helping his fellow Vet-

erans. 

 

The Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act was named for a Marine from Texas who shot 

himself in 2011 after serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

The anti-suicide bill would give veterans more time after their military discharge to get free medical care from 

the Department of Veterans Affairs without having to prove their condition was related to military service. Care-

givers have pointed out the five-year period during which veterans are eligible for broad access to free VA health 

care often expires before psychological scars become apparent. 

  

The legislation would also boost peer-to-peer counseling and help the VA recruit more suicide-prevention psy-

chiatrists by paying up to $30,000 per year in medical school costs for students who agree to work for the VA 

after graduation. 

 

A study in the Annals of Epidemiology last November found that Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are about 50 

percent more likely to die of suicide than the general population. 

  

What would the suicide-prevention bill do?  Direct the VA to create a website devoted to mental health services. 

  

Allow the VA to recruit mental health professionals through a student loan repayment program. 

  

Lengthen the time veterans can seek VA mental health care services to better address conditions like post-

traumatic stress disorder. 

  

Order an evaluation of all VA mental health care and suicide prevention practices.   Feb 2015 



 

 Page 19 

                                       January 2015              Vol. 25 Issue  01       ON-LINE INTERCHANGE 

Welcome Home: 

I do hope that our over five thousands members and supporters are able to receive these editions via E

-mails. 
 

Do not forget to pass the word to your Chapter members/supporters on how to receive this FAN-

TASTIC issue directly into their E-mail boxes.  You don’t need to go outside in the cold to retrieve 

these editions! 
 

Inform them that all they need to do is send their E-mail address to the following E-mail 

address:  enews@nyvietnamvets.org  
 

Then they need to place the following E-Mail address INTO their Contact List on their 

computer:  enews@albany.twcbc.com 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, even though I may not know the spiritual gifts I have available to me, I 

want to seek out these blessings in my life. Please show me the way. Amen. 

mailto:enews@nyvietnamvets.org
mailto:enews@albany.twcbc.com
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